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ALGIERS DECLARATION ON INVESTMENT IN EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL
SECURITY FOR HARNESSING THE DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND

WE, the Heads of State and Government of the African Union, meeting at the Twenty
Ninth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3
to 4 July 2017;

Expressing our deepest gratitude to His Excellency Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika, President
of the Peoples Democratlc Repubhc of Algeria, for hosting thls event on the basis of his

C nd that the benefit can arise
when a country has a relatively large proportion of working-age population, and
effectively invests in their health, empowerment, education, social protection and

employment through public action and private sector involvement;'
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Also Noting of the biennial report on the progress of the AU Campaign to End Child
Marriage in Africa and the achievements made at the national level in ending child
marriage within the framework of the campaign;

Further noting the ongoing efforts of the AUC, ECA, AfDB and ILO in the preparation
and design of the Employment and Social Cohesion Fund;
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Concerned that more than five (5) years after the closure of the African Rehabilitation
Institute (ARI), the former staff of the Institute have not been paid their entitlements;

Mindful of the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights, in particular its
provisions on human security;

1. COMMIT ourselves to:
)] Sign and ratify the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’

Rights on th(_a_R'igFTts of-OlderPersens. in Africa to expeditiously reap the
demographic dividend of the contributions=of this impgrtant population
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vi) Con paign to end child
marriage at community, national,
regional and international levels in the fight against this harmful practice and
others negatively affecting children;

vii) Encourage and support RECs and Member States towards promoting free
movement of people within regions, and support Member States to engage
effectively in bilateral and multilateral negotiations with labour receiving
countries with the aim of protecting the rights of African citizens working
outside their country of origin; and commend the progress made in the
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implementation of the AU-ILO-IOM-ECA Joint Programme on Labour
Migration, calling for operationalization of the Labour Migration Advisory
Committee.

2.  REQUEST the African Union Commission to:

)] Conduct a study with a view to gather experiences from member States and
produce a compendium of good practices on Public Private Partnership
(PPP); and support Member States in-developing PPP projects, including
with concrete_ initiative Africa’ Fo_g_ndanon in skills matching,
agri ulturg.tr'an ermation, ICT, entrepreneurship, social diglogue, etc.;
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vii) Complete and Social Cohesion
Fund with AfDB, ILO and ECA and submit a ‘framework to the STC on

Finance, Monetary Affairs and Development Planning for consideration;

viii) Review the implementation of the AUC/AfDB/ILO/ECA Joint Initiative on
Youth Employment to be in line with the AU Roadmap on the Demographic
Dividend and incorporate the new AfDB Strategy on Youth Employment in
Africa.
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CALL ON the remaining seventeen (17) ARI Member States to pay 15% of
audited arrears in their contributions to ARI, in 2017 to facilitate the payment of
the entitlements of former ARI staff;

ENDORSE the draft Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’ Rights
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for onward transmission to the STC on
Justice and Legal Affairs and adoption by the Assembly of the Union;

WELCOME the offer of the Republic of Guin host the 3" Session of the STC-
SDLE in April 2019.






