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DECLARATION ON THE SITUATION IN  
PALESTINE AND THE MIDDLE EAST 

Doc. EX.CL/1019(XXI) 
 
WE, the Heads of State and Government of the African Union, meeting in the Twenty 
Ninth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 
to 4 July 2017:  
 
Having Taken Note of the Report on the Situation in Palestine and the Middle East and 
Recalling all previous resolutions and decisions of the OAU/AU on the situation in 
Palestine for the maintenance of a lasting peace and security in the Middle East; 
 
Reaffirming our total support for the Palestinian people in their just struggle against 
Israeli occupation, under the leadership of President Mahmoud Abbas for the 
restoration of their legitimate right to establish an independent Palestinian State 
peacefully co-existing with the State of Israel; 
 
Also Reaffirming our desire to find a peaceful solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict in 
accordance with the principles of international laws and all relevant resolutions;  
 
Calling For the establishment of the Palestinian State within the June 1967 borders 
with East Jerusalem as its capital in implementation of the principle of the two-state 
solution and UN resolution 194 on the return of Palestinian refugees; 
 
Reiterating our call for the resumption of negotiations between the two sides with a 
view to reaching a just, comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle East and 
Expressing our support for all initiatives aimed at finding a lasting solution within a fixed 
timeframe; 
 
Stressing our strong position in support of the Palestinian question and the African 
Union’s continued search for a comprehensive and just peace for the Palestinian 
people;  
 
Appealing to all Member States to deploy efforts for the realization of this endeavour in 
their international relations and in accordance with previous relevant decisions and 
Taking into Account the solid foundation on which the African Union is established, 
notably people’s freedom to determine their destiny, Considering Israel an occupying 
state and therefore cooperation by the countries of the continent with this State should 
not be at the expense of African support for the Palestinian question; 
 
Reaffirming that settlements built in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Golan 
Heights are illegal, Condemning the Israeli policy designed to change the landscape 
and demographic status of Palestine and imposing the status quo, particularly in the 
vicinity of East Jerusalem as well as the judaization campaign aimed at changing the 
Islamic and the Christian character of the holy city and, Also Condemning the policy of 
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land grabbing, demolition of houses and forced displacement of civilians coupled with 
the collective punishment measures; 
 
Condemning Israeli practices against Palestinian prisoners and detainees, Also 
Rejecting the so-called administrative custody and repressive measures and torture 
imposed on detainees, particularly children and women in Israeli prisons, which 
deprives them of their minimum right guaranteed by the international human rights laws 
and norms, including the Geneva Convention on the rights of women and children. And 
Calling upon the Israeli government to release Palestinians detainees in the Israeli 
prisons unconditionally;  
 
Denouncing Israel’s continued occupation of Palestinian territories and the escalation 
and tension caused by the Israeli government and Israeli settlers as well as the policy of 
summary execution implemented in occupied Palestinian territories against unarmed 
civilians in violation of the 4th Geneva Convention on the protection of civilians during 
war,  
 
Calling upon the Security Council to shoulder its responsibilities in providing protection 
for the unarmed Palestinian people from the machinery of occupation in implementation 
of international laws, conventions and agreements: 
 
HEREBY DECLARE THE FOLLOWING:  
 
1. REQUEST AU Member States and countries of the world to find a solution to the 

Arab-Israeli conflict based on the relevant UN resolutions and the Arab Peace 
Initiative; 

 
2. APPEAL to all States to refrain from any measures that will undermine the final 

two-state solution, particularly transfer of Embassies and Diplomatic Missions 
accredited to Israel to Al Quds which is an occupied Palestinian territory; 

 
3. CALL UPON the international community to apply pressure on Israel to stop all 

settlement activities, release all Palestinian prisoners in all Israeli prisons and 
support the efforts of Palestinians to join international agencies and adhere to 
international conventions and protocols; 

 
4. REJECT AND CONDEMN settlements built by the Israeli occupation force and 

CALL UPON the international community to bring pressure to bear on Israel for it 
to put an immediate end to its settlement expansion policy in implementation of 
UN Security Council Resolution 2334 of 24/12/2016, Considering that 
settlements are a real obstacle to the maintenance of peace and resolution of the 
Arab-Israel conflict based on the principle of the two-state solution, CALL UPON 
all Member States to strictly adhere to the provisions of paragraph 5 of the 
Security Council Resolution 2334 and refrain from rendering any assistance to 
Israel that can be used for its settlement activities; 
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5. REJECT the land and sea blockade imposed by Israel on Gaza Strip, causing 
the deterioration of the economic and humanitarian situation there and 
REQUEST that all restrictions imposed on Gaza Strip be lifted immediately; 

 
6. REITERATE the need for the UN Security Council to shoulder its responsibility in 

maintaining international peace and security and taking all necessary steps for 
the settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict in all aspects and reaching a just and 
comprehensive peace in the region based on the principle of the two-state 
solution within the 1967 borders and the implementation of the provisions of the 
relevant international law and previous resolutions of the Council; 

 
7. REQUEST AU Member States to boycott goods and commodities produced in, 

and exported from the colonial settlements built in occupied Palestinian 
territories, including East Jerusalem; 

 
8. COMMEND AND SUPPORT OUTCOMES of the international peace conference 

with the participation of the United Nations held in France on 15/1/2017 with the 
aim of launching serious negotiations for the settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict based on the two-state solution, which guarantees the right of the 
Palestinian people to establish their independent sovereign state in the territories 
occupied in 1967 in accordance with the relevant UN resolutions; 
 

9. REITERATE, in light of Israel’s persistent lack of prompt and positive response to 
the regional and international initiatives for the resumption peace negotiations to 
end its occupation and settlement policy as well as establish a just and lasting 
peace, our strong adherence to the Common African Position in support of the 
peace process and the establishment of an independent Palestinian State in line 
with the Decisions and Declarations of the successive of African Summits; 

 
10. SUPPORT the Palestinian for their vision on the final resolution of the conflict 

based on the principle of the two-state solution whilst rejecting any fragmented 
and half-baked solution of a temporary state and recognition of Israel as a Jewish 
state; 

 
11. WELCOME UNESCO’s resolution of 26 October 2016 on the preservation of the 

current status of the Old City of Jerusalem and CALL UPON all stakeholders to 
adhere to the full implementation of this resolution; 

 
12. REITERATE that a just, comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle East 

requires Israel’s full withdrawal from the occupied Palestinian and Arab territories 
to the 1967 borders, including the Syrian Golan heights and territories still under 
occupation in Southern Lebanon.  
 




