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DECLARATION ON THE SITUATION IN
PALESTINE AND THE MIDDLE EAST
Doc. EX.CL/993(XXX)

WE, the Heads of State and Government of the African Union, having met at our
Twenty Eighth Ordinary Session of the AU Assembly in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from
30 to 31 January 2017;

Taking Note of the Report on the Situation in the Middle East and Palestine, and
recalling all resolutions and decisions of the Organization of African Unity/African
Union on the Situation in Palestlne towards ax:mlevmg lasting peace and security in
the Middle East;

Reaffirming, @l f I"'support to the Palestinian people™a d'ﬂq_e State. of Palestine
under the tgadershi PreS|dent Mahmoud Abbas in their g est for=the restoration
of their légitimate ri independent state co-e tm'g peagefully with
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Denouncing the Israeli practices against the Palestinian prisoners and detainees,
including women and children, which are contrary to the international law and
international humanitarian law;

Calling on the Israeli government to release all Palestinian and Arab political
prisoners and detainees in the Israeli jails immediately and unconditionally.

Equally Demanding that Israel refrains from using acts of terrorism against civilian
populations as well as arbitrary arrests of Palestinians including children and women
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which is an act of violation of international laws and human rights norms including the
Geneva Convention on the Rights of Women and Children;

WE HEREBY:

1. DEMAND the International Community to find an ever-lasting solution for the
Arab-Israeli Conflict based on the relevant international resolutions and the
Arab Peace Initiative;

2. CALL ON the international community to exert pressure on Israel to stop all
settlement activities, release Palestinian_and Arab Political prisoners in Israeli
jails and support the efforts of the Palestinians-far membership in international
agencies and to_i.oiﬁ intermational conventions-and pretocols;
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8. URGE Membe s that are produced and
exported from the settlements built on the occupied Palestinian territories
including East Jerusalem;

9. REQUEST the United Nations and the Quartet to intervene decisively with a
view to pressure Israel to commit to the process of serious peace negotiations;

10. FURTHER REQUEST Member States to continue to support the Palestinian
people in their struggle to establish a sovereign state over its national territory
with Quds El-Sharif (Jerusalem) as its capital;
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11. REAFFIRM the right of the Palestinian people to establish their own
Palestinian Independent State with East Jerusalem as its capital on its borders
of June 1967, and supports the Palestinian approach to obtain full
membership of the State of Palestine at the United Nations;

12. REITERATE that a just, comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle East,
demands a full withdrawal of Israel from the occupied Arab and Palestinian
territories to the line of June 1967, including the Syrian Golan Heights and
territories still occupied in southern Lebanon;

13. WELCOME the UNESCO resolution-of 26 October 2016 on the conservation
of the current status-of the Old._City of Jerusalem and CALL ON all
AiS Tesolution. h

Mlember States to abide by the Com Affigan Position
Declarati AU Summits when the *Palestinian) ;issue is
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