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DECLARATION ON THE COMMEMORATION OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE OPERATIONALIZATION OF THE AFRICAN COURT
ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS
Doc. EX.CL/999(XXX)

We, the Heads of State and Government of the African Union, meeting at the 28®
Ordinary Session of the Assembly, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 30 to 31
January 2017;

Recalling Executive Council Decision EX.CL/Dec.903(XXVIIl), requesting the African
Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights (the Court) to “present, in collaboration with the
AU Commission and the PRC, at the July 2016 Ordinary Session of the Assembly,
through the Executive €oungcik=a Declaration of-the Commemoration of the 10%
Anniversary ;ofiithe Operationalization of the African Court_on-Huniaih and Peoples’
Rights’”. __f-'" ;
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2. RECALL in particular the contribution of the Court in the development of the
African human rights jurisprudence;

3. REITERATE our commitment made in the Banjul Declaration on the 25%

Anniversary of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, adopted
during the 7" Ordinary Session of the Assembly in July 2006, and in this
regard, RE-AFFIRM our full support to the Court, and commit ourselves to
provide the necessary human and financial resources to allow the Court to
discharge its functions effectively and efficiently, as well as to fully cooperate
with and render all the necessary assistance to the Court;
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4. ALSO REITERATE our intention to strengthen the protection of human rights
in particular, and the justice system on the continent as a whole, including the
fight against impunity;

5. CONCERNEDthat almost two decades after the adoption of the Protocol, only
30 Member States have ratified it and only 8 have deposited the declaration
under Article 34(6) thereof;

6. CONGRATULATE the 30 State Parties that have ratified the Protocol, that is,
Algeria, Benin, Burkina Faso,.Burundi, Cameroon, Chad, Congo, Cote
d’Ivoire, Comoros, Gabon, The _Gambia; Ghana, Kenya, Libya, Lesotho,

Malawi, Mali, itapias“Mauritius, MoZambigue,~Niger, Nigeria, Uganda,
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12. URGE all Member States of the African Union to manifest their commitment to
the protection of human rights, justice and the fight against impunity, by taking
urgent and necessary measures to ratify the Malabo Protocol;

13. REDEDICATE ourselves to ensuring respect for human and peoples’ rights,
justice and the fight against impunity as pre-requisites for the attainment of our
common vision of a united and prosperous Africa.
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