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1. Thirty nine years ago, the Heads of State and Government of the 
then independent African Countries gathered in Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia to found the Organization of African Unity. 

 
2. The establishment of the OAU was a statement of determination 

to define Africa, not as individual countries but as a collective 
bound together by geography, history and destiny. It was a self-
empowering decision to find a framework for cooperation and 
forum for advocacy for Africa’s causes and for joint action. This 
determination found concrete expression in the objectives the 
founding fathers set for the OAU in its charter of promoting unity 
and solidarity among the African States, of coordinating and 
intensifying cooperation for development, of defense for 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of African 
States, of eradicating colonialism and of promoting international 
cooperation within the framework of the United Nations. The 
founding fathers saw a common future for Africa not constrained 
by borders, linguistic differences, color, religion or other divisive 
legacies of colonialism. They saw one Africa, united in its 
diversity, speaking one language of freedom, unity and 
development under the Organization of African Unity.  

 
3. The OAU was instrumental in creating an African identity and in 

promoting solidarity among the African people. Today, being an 
African is not a philosophical proposition but a reality. Today, our 
people find expression in a common identity as Africans. That 
common identity and unity of purpose became a dynamic force at 
the service of the African people in the pursuit of the ideals our 
predecessors believed in and in which we continue to believe.  

 
4. Nowhere has that dynamic force proved more decisive than in the 

African struggle for decolonisation. Africa saw its independence 
as meaningless as long as a part of it remained under colonial 
tyranny. Immense human and material resources were 
consecrated to the task of decolonising Africa. Through the OAU 
Coordinating Committee for Liberation, Africa worked and spoke 
as one with undivided determination in forging an international 



 
 

diplomatic consensus for liberation and in prosecuting the armed 
struggle.  

 
5. Today, we celebrate a fully decolonised Africa and Apartheid has 

been consigned to the ignominy of history. Pursuant to one of the 
major objective of its Charter, the OAU has strived to address 
Africa’s problem of poverty and under development and it 
adopted strategies in this regard, including the 1973 African 
Declaration on Cooperation, Development and Economic 
Independence, the 1979 Monrovia Declaration of commitment of 
the Heads of State and Government and the guidelines and 
measures for national and collective self reliance and social 
development for the establishment for a new International 
Economic Order and the 1980 Lagos Plan of Action and the Final 
Act of Lagos which continue to be the blue print for Africa’s 
integration and development. In 1987, the third extra-ordinary 
Assembly of Heads of State and Government adopted the African 
Common Position on Africa’s external debt crisis which outlines 
measures to address the debt crisis on the basis of cooperation, 
dialogue and shared responsibility on account of the inter-
dependence between debtor and creditor countries. In response 
to the economic decline of the continent in the nineteen eighties, 
the OAU adopted Africa’s Priority Programme for the Economic 
Recovery and established a Special Emergency Assistance Fund 
for Drought and Famine in Africa. 

 
6. In June 1991, the Treaty establishing the African Community 

was signed and is now in force. The Treaty seeks to build the 
African Economic Community through a Common Market built 
on the Regional Economic Communities. Today, Regional 
Economic Communities are consolidating and proving to be 
engines for integration. ECCAS, SADC, COMESA, UMA, 
ECOWAS, IGAD and CENSAD are making great effort at 
economic development and integration as well as at promoting 
peace through conflict resolution in their region. We remain 
committed to continental and global cooperation to address the 
key issues which impact on the development of our countries 
such as the excruciating external debt and globalisation. We 
shall build on the efforts of the OAU in developing more effective 
means of cooperation within the African Union and 
internationally. We reiterate our commitment to continue and 
deepen the economic reforms under way in our respective 
countries, to restore productivity and growth so as to reduce the 
present unacceptable levels of poverty of our peoples. We 
recognize our primary responsibility in this regard as we do also 
that of the International Community to render assistance.  

 



 
 

7. In 1990s, when the world was undergoing fundamental changes 
with the collapse of the Soviet Union and the redefinition of the 
global power relations, the OAU moved quickly to assess Africa’s 
place in the new environment and charted a course for itself, 
aimed at stemming its marginalisation and ensuring its 
continued strategic relevance and to address the challenges of 
development and of peace and security in the continent. The 
1990 OAU Declaration on the Political and Socio-economic 
Situation in Africa and the Fundamental Changes taking place in 
the World underscored Africa’s resolve to seize the initiative, to 
determine its destiny and to address the challenge of peace. The 
consequent Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management and 
Resolution that was established in 1993 was a practical 
expression of that determination to begin in earnest on the road 
to peace.   

 
8. Through that Mechanism, the OAU has managed to implicate 

itself constructively in the many conflicts which have and 
continue to afflict the continent. The Mechanism has made a 
fundamental difference, not only in its political significance of 
our determination to strive for peace, but more so in the practical 
framework it has provided for the continent to address conflicts 
and conflict situations. Today, conflicts still persist but so does 
Africa’s determination and positive engagement in the search for 
peace.   

 
9. The OAU has been on the vanguard in the promotion of the 

observance of human and people’s rights. The OAU Charter on 
Human and People’s Rights and the Grand Bay Declaration and 
Plan of Action on Human Rights are among the instruments 
adopted by the Organization to promote human rights. 
Underlying these instruments is a determination to ensure that 
Africa responds to the challenge of observing, promoting and 
protecting human rights and the rule of Law.  

 
7. The OAU has also responded to the yearning of the African 

people for greater political freedoms inherent in democratic 
government. To this effect, it was at the forefront in galvanizing 
governments around a new determination to progressively place 
the people at the centre of decision making. The Charter on 
Popular Participation adopted in 1990 was a testimony to this 
new determination. This was borne out of the realization that a 
permitting political environment engenders not only freedom but 
liberates human sprit and the creative genius of individuals.  

 
8. Today, Africa is firmly on the road to democratisation. In our 

Algiers decision on unconstitutional changes of Government and 



 
 

our Lome Declaration on the Framework for an OAU Response to 
Unconstitutional Changes adopted in 1999 and 2000 
respectively, we reiterated our determination to see Africa 
governed on the basis of democracy and by governments 
emanating from the will of the people expressed through 
transparent, free and fair elections. 

 
9. Similarly, in our 2000 Solemn Declaration on the Conference on 

Security, Stability, Development and Cooperation, we agreed on 
fundamental principles to govern our cooperation in security, 
and development and in the promotion of Democracy and Good 
Governance in the Continent.  

 
10. Our governments are committed to consolidating constitutional 

rule and building societies in which our people are allowed to 
exercise their rights to participatory democracy, enjoy protection 
under the Law, and are masters of their destiny. We recommit 
ourselves to these objectives and will pursue them vigorously 
under the African Union.  

 
11. Through the OAU, Africa has been able to respond to the many 

other challenges it faces. Whether in the protection of the 
environment, in fighting international terrorism, in combating 
the scourge of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, or dealing with 
humanitarian issues such as refugees and displaced persons, 
landmines, small and light weapons among others, Africa has 
found collective action through the OAU. 

 
12. We live in a much-changed world from that of thirty-nine years 

ago. Yet some of the challenges, which faced the founding fathers 
still remain and have multiplied. The principles of freedom and 
unity, of solidarity and development on which the OAU was 
founded, remain most relevant. We shall preserve the 
monumental achievements of the Organization in this respect 
and build upon them as we seek greater unity and solidarity and 
expanded cooperation under the African Union.  

 
13. We, the Heads of State and Government meeting in the inaugural 

session of the African Union, honour the founding fathers of the 
OAU and pay tribute to their tenacity, resilience and commitment 
to African Unity. They stood firm in the face of divisive 
manipulations of the detractors of Africa and fought for the 
dignity and worth of Africa. The OAU provided a forum for joint 
advocacy and action and has been a pillar of collective strength. 
Whenever Africa spoke as one through the OAU, it made the 
most impact and today, we fully realize that our strength, our 
ability to be heard, rest in our unity.  



 
 

 
14. We pay tribute to the OAU and rededicate ourselves more 

resolutely to its principles and objectives and to the ideals of 
freedom, unity and development which the founding fathers 
sought to achieve in establishing the Organization thirty-nine 
years ago. We have determined that to do so most effectively, we 
have to deepen and expand our unity in the African Union, which 
we now establish in the place of the Organization of African 
Unity. As we bid farewell to the OAU, we rededicate ourselves to 
its memory as a pioneer, a liberator, a unifier, an organizer, and 
the soul of our continent and an ardent advocate of the cause of 
our peoples. We pledge to strive more resolutely in pursuing the 
ultimate goals of the OAU and in furthering the cause of Africa 
and its people under the African Union.   

 
15. We reiterate our commitment to the establishment of the African 

Union which was initiated at the fourth extraordinary session of 
the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and Government in the 
Great Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and as embodied 
in our 9.9.99 Sirte Declaration. We further rededicate ourselves 
to the objectives on the New Partnership of Africa’s Development 
(NEPAD), as a programme of the African Union and which is also 
a response to the need to reposition Africa in a globalising world 
and to overcome the prevalence of poverty and strive for a better 
quality of life for all the peoples of Africa. 

 
16. We reaffirm the principles enshrined in the Constitutive Art of 

the African Union and our decisions, at this inaugural session of 
the Assembly, on the institutional structure of the African Union 
as well as our deliberations on the programmes and mechanisms 
to be established to give concrete effect to our vision and 
aspirations for a peaceful, stable and prosperous Continent;  

 
17. We commit ourselves to urgently establish all institutional 

structures to advance the agenda of the African Union and call 
on all Member States to display the political commitment and 
take the necessary actions in giving unwavering support in 
pursuit of the objectives of peace, security and stability. To this 
end, We dedicate ourselves to the peaceful resolution of all 
conflicts on the Continent and call for the immediate cessation of 
hostilities and all forms of armed conflict;  

 
18. We recommit ourselves to ensuring the early establishment of the 

Pan African Parliament in order to provide the common platform 
for our peoples and civil society formations to actively participate 
in discussions and decision-making on the challenges facing our 
Continent; we undertake to implement appropriate policies for 



 
 

the promotion of the culture of democracy, good governance, the 
respect for human rights and the rule of law, and the 
strengthening of democratic institutions which will consolidate 
the popular participation of our peoples on these issues;  

  
19. We welcome and recognise the important contribution of the 

youth, women, business community, parliamentary 
representatives and civil society and call upon these stakeholders 
to continue participating fully as partners in the regeneration of 
the African Continent through the programmes of the African 
Union. We reaffirm, in particular, the pivotal role of women in all 
levels of society and recognise that the objectives of the African 
Union cannot be achieved without the full involvement and 
participation of women at all levels and structures of the Union. 

 
20. We note the importance of continuing to cooperate with Africa’s 

partners as well as regional and continental organisations in 
furtherance of the objectives of the African Union.  

 
21. We are desirous to give full effect to the provisions of the 

Constitutive Act, and mandate our Ministers to take the 
necessary measures to ensure the processes leading to the 
establishment of the outstanding organs of the African Union, 
namely the Specialised Technical Committees, the Court of 
Justice, the Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) 
and the Financial Institutions.  

 
22. We dedicate ourselves to implementing all programmes, policies 

and decisions of the African Union.  
 
 
 

Durban, South Africa, 10 July 2002  
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