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SOLEMN DECLARATION ON MALI

We, the Heads of State and Government of the African Union, at our 19" Ordinary
Session, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 15 to 16 July 2012:

DEEPLY CONCERNED AND ALARMED by the prevailing situation in Mali;

NOTING that the continued occupation of the northern part of Mali by various armed,

terrorist and criminal groups poses a serious threat to peace, security and stability in

the region and beyond;

STRONGLY CONDEMNING the seriouswielations of human rights perpetrated in the

northern part of Mali, as well-as the senseless and Unacceptable destruction by the
ar)d’cri' al groups active on the ground 6f.the cultufél gspiritual and

S is region, notably in Timbuktu; N

‘\
ion of the humanitariafi"Situation
for urgent actien to allgw the

nal institutions establ Shed

|

RESSING OUR APPRECIATI
tional community for their sust
ution ‘of the crisis, and welcomin
s Security Council, on 5 July 20

e countries and the larger
tribution towards the earty
e adoption, by the 0
6(2012);

hat\, the situation in Mali ion of the

thesAU, notably the respec | unit d terfitorialfir
es, the utter rejection of ar n to further politi
we ' ion'ef terrorism and relat

REITE th s of-all. communiqués and decisions of OWAS

on the s

AFFIRMING C
situation and ove

the prevailing

AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

(@ FULLY ENDORSE communiqué PSC/AHG/COMM/1.(CCCXXVII) adopted by
the 327th meeting of the AU Peace and Security Council, held in Addis Ababa,
on 14 July 2012, under the chairmanship of H.E. Alassane Dramane Ouattara,
President of the Republic of Cote d’lvoire and current Chair of ECOWAS, in
his capacity as Chairperson of the PSC for the month of July 2012, which
reads as follows:
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“The Peace and Security Council of the African Union (AU), at its
327th meeting held on 14 July 2012, adopted the following
decision on the situation in the Republic of Mali:

Council,

1. TAKES NOTE of the Report of the Chairperson of the
Commission on the situation in Mali
[PSC/AHG/3(CCCXXVIN]. Council ALSO TAKES NOTE of
the statements made by the current Chairman of the
Economic Community-of West African States (ECOWAS), the
ECOWAS _ Mediato hewPresident oL the ECOWAS

Commission, the United Nations, and“by. the core countries,

ame’ly Mduritania, Niger and Algeria, as well as by

Africa/and Togo as AU Member States in the United.N

Se rity Co

he situation in Iil;'\
t of the AU and that
nity and territorial

t b he subj ct §

REAFFIRMS the A
recourse to armed re

EXPRESSES ITS DEEP
situation in northern ‘they increasing’
consolidation of contro d, terroris
and criminal groups. C NCER
presence in northern M and derror
groups, such as Al Qae i b (AC
AnsamDine, the Movement and Jihad in"Wes
AUJWA).and Boko Haram. Council FURTHER NOT
ituation~.poses a serious thre to

2l Nne A 4 co ~Tale ~

5. ST an rights
perpetrated by various s d, ofist and criminal
groups which occupy the northern part of Mali, and the
senseless and unacceptable destruction of the cultural,
spiritual and historical heritage of this region, notably in
Timbuktu, which is a serious violation of international law,
and URGES that the perpetrators be brought to justice before
the relevant international jurisdictions. Council ALSO NOTES
the continuing deterioration of the humanitarian situation in
the region, and STRESSES the need for urgent action to
allow the delivery of food aid to the affected populations.
Council REITERATES THE GRATITUDE of the AU to




Assembly/AU/Decl.1(XIX)
Page 3

Algeria, Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger, for hosting
Malian refugees and for their support and assistance. Council
ALSO THANKS all humanitarian agencies providing support
to the affected populations;

6. REITERATES THE FULL SUPPORT of the AU to the
ECOWAS efforts aimed at resolving the crisis in Mali. In this
regard, Council PAYS TRIBUTE to President Alassane
Dramane Ouattara, President of Cbéte d’lvoire and current
Chairman of ECOWAS, President Blaise Compaore,
President of Burkina Faso and Mediator in the Malian crisis,
President Goodluck. Jonathan, President of Nigeria and
Associate Mediator, and the other members of the ECOWAS

opta’ct oup on Mali, as well as to President Thom yi
Boni, President of Benin and Chairman of theé~AU, fo
_ commitment ined efforts. Council ALSQ NOT
' f the core ceuntries!
that has de Iobed
re countries, % and
inue on this path, ir'1‘
2012, in Bamako

st Ordina
of State and
8 and 29 June

Session of ECOW
Government, held i
2012, and the secon COWAS Contact
Group on Mali, held i on 7 July 2012.
Council ALSO WELCO n'5 July 2012; by
the UN Security Counci 0 ,

REITERATES ITS ST EM ION Jof
physical assault again terim President
Dionceunda Traore, and R S the Chairpersor
>Oommission, in collaborat with the Presidents
(AS Commission, to put in placeys*with '

NIEAIrNAlli - () NS lON O N

Ors,

; - ice. JESTS

the - f OWAS, to

facilitate th § o Mali o esident, to enable
him to fully and effectively assume his responsibilities;

9. REITERATES the urgent need to strengthen the transitional
institutions, to enable Mali to address the serious challenges
it faces, particularly in the northern part of the country. In this
regard, Council DEMANDS an end to the unacceptable
interference of the military junta and their civilian supporters
in the management of the transition and the effective
dissolution of the National Committee for the Recovery of
Democracy and the Restoration of the State (CNRDRE).
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Council CALLS for the early finalization of the list of
individuals whose action is impeding the transition, to allow
for the immediate imposition of sanctions by the AU and
ECOWAS. Council REQUESTS the UN Security Council and
other AU partners to support such sanctions;

10. URGES the interim President and the Prime Minister to
immediately commence the required consultations with the
Malian political and civil society actors, with a view to forming
an expanded national unity Government, as requested by
ECOWAS, the AU and the UN. Council REQUESTS the
Chairperson of the A ion and the President of the

ECOWAS Commission, in close ‘censultation with the

ed-ratlo and with the support of the Spec 3 Repres

Qf thesUnited Nations Secretary-General for We tA‘fnc

basis of the communiqué of

ting, to facili ate - th
sultations among the
the formation of the
1st July 2012, in
ct Group meeting.
his Government

NMm

of Africa and
support to the

by the AU, as well a
the rest of the |nte

g'to megotiate’ on’
the basis of the respec ri integrity o
ali, and the total rejec ellio rrorism ar
glated criminal activ s regard, o
REAFFIRMS ITS SUPP fforts of the JECQO
lediator and the Conta , and STRESSE

ED for.continued coordination with the core countti

S T BMINATION 0. S
ern

pedes
the ) - efforts of
ECO O dlld c AU. egaraq, OUnNc ALLSUPON
all Member States concerned to extend full cooperation to the
Commission to expedite the finalization of the list of armed,
terrorist and criminal groups operating in the northern part of
Mali, for their inclusion on the list of terrorist groups
established by the AU, in conformity with communiqué
PSC/PR/COMM.(CCCXVI), adopted at its 316th meeting held
on 3 April 2012;

13. RECALLS its communiqué PSC/ PR/COMM. (CCCXXIIl) of
12 June 2012, authorizing ECOWAS, in collaboration, as
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appropriate, with the core countries, to put in place the
required security and military arrangements, to achieve the
following objectives: (i) ensure the security of the transitional
institutions, (ii) restructure and reorganize the Malian security
and defense forces, and (iii) restore State authority over the
northern part of the country, as well as fight against terrorist
and criminal networks. Council WELCOMES the measures
taken by ECOWAS in this regard, including the dispatching of
a technical assessment mission to Bamako, with the
participation of the AU. Council REITERATES ITS CALL on
all Member States and the “international community as a
whole, for U'lem to provide«the. ne essarlechmcal logistical
and financial support;

ES the launching by the AU Comnm ioh\
g held in Addis Ababa, on 23, J
elopment of a rateg
anner, the pe litical,
the early resolution bf
early finalization of
ion with the core’

INTENTION to consi
possible, before its s
enable the latter to fu
and the AU, in accorda
2056 (2012);

as quickly as
urity Council, to
uest of ECOWAS |
18 of resolut n/‘

ALLS UPON the A uman ar
s situation Jdh

nofthern Mali, including t
dalian_military and their
012, and_to submit a co

mendatiens on the way forward;

REQUES J ~ e President of the
ECOWAS Co ssion, onsultation w >OWAS Mediator on the
Malian crisis, the core countries and other relevant AU Member States from
the region, including Chad, to take urgent steps for the effective
implementation of all the provisions of the PSC communiqué;

URGE the United Nations’ Security Council and Secretary-General, as well as
all other AU partners, to extend full support to the African-led efforts and take
all decisions required to this end;

WELCOME the establishment, by the PSC, on 20 March 2012, of the Support
and Follow-up Group on the situation in Mali, and the holding of its inaugural
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meeting in Abidjan, Cote d’lvoire, on 7 June 2012, and call for its
strengthening, in particular, the expansion of its membership to include other
AU Member States in the region, such as the Republic of Chad, and the
convening of specific meetings at the appropriate level in support of the efforts
aimed at speedily resolving the crisis in Mali;

REQUEST the PSC to meet, as and when required by the situation, at the
level of Heads of State and Government, and/or at ministerial level, to closely
follow the developments and take all appropriate measures on behalf of the
entire membership of the African Union, in accordance with Article 7 of the
PSC Protocaol, including th,e.pfeﬁvisivns'af-its.p@graphs 2,3 and 4.




