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DECLARATION ON 2015 YEAR OF WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT AND
DEVELOPMENT TOWARDS AFRICA’S AGENDA 2063
Doc. Assembly/AU/2(XXV)

We, the Heads of State and Government of the African Union, having met at our
Twenty Fifth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Union in Johannesburg, South
Africa, from 14 to 15 June 2015, on the 2015 Theme "Year of Women’s
Empowerment towards Africa’s Agenda 2063";

Recalling our previous Decisions..and«Declarations. on Gender Equality and
Women’s Empowerment in particular the Protocol 6n«the African Charter on Human
and People/ls®Rights on" the Rights of Women in Africa in (Assembly
, the Solemn Declaration on Gender Equality in ica in 2004
yAU/Dec.12 (lll)), the African Women’s Decade (2010-2020)
29 (Xl)), the Fund for African Wemen (Assembly AW/Dec.

owledging the persistent efforts made in implementation of the AU G
hitecture above-mentioned at national, regional and continental levels, an
itive and visible results of |mpIementat|on of gender equality anti wo

ckno.wledging the challenges faced in the implementation of many o
jons and Declarations, in particular on progress made in attaining the m
S O gedder equality and women’s empowerment |n women s,socro

and impoverished due tc alleng al, economlc and polltlcal

S ion against women; and
and qirls, and improving
access to, and control of, , Sciences and technology
and decision-making in political governance and busrness enterprises, consistent
with our Declaration on Agenda 2063 and our continental Gender Architecture and
our commitments on global initiatives;

Reaffirming our resolve towards ensuring that all categories of our populations, in
particular women and young girls, must participate and benefit directly from the
growth and transformation opportunities to improve their lives and livelihoods, with
continued positive impact on the lives of our citizenry in rural and urban areas,
through deliberate and targeted public support;
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Reiterating our commitment to the Addis Ababa Declaration on Accelerating the
Implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action - Towards a Transformational
Change for Women and Girls in Africa, adopted during the Ninth African Regional
Conference on Women in November 2014;

Reflecting that hunger and malnutrition are major causes of risk, impoverishment,
and persistent underdevelopment in Africa and causes of poor health, low levels of
energy, and mental impairment, all leading to low productivity and low educational
attainment, all of which can in turn lead to even greater hunger and malnutrition, and
increased economic costs, thereby creating a vicious cycle;

Noting the progress made towards-alignment, harmonization and coordination of

initiatives and_activities of siakeholders and partners ‘with our priorities as defined in
the Beijing Dakar,Platforms of Action and stressmg on th@%\lflcance of
accelera

his'momentum;

ing the importance of multi-sectoral engagement and cé-qwners of this
and economic transformation agenda within our public sectors, i
ure, science and technology, health, peace and security, \infrast
y, finance, trade, industry, hence the importance of putting in place a c
ectoral coordination of the efforts and initiatives in cabinet and other n
egional governance frameworks, for optimizing resource access and C
rgy and maximizing positive outcomes and greater impact; ‘

er recognizing the complementary roles and responsibilities that sho
ced among relevant stakeholders, including public sectors, private enter
ecially with African headquarters, civil society with African' lead
mia, African think-tanks, grassroots and business women, in all form
inft

Headquarters, and in particular their recommendations calling for our Assembly to
consider adopting commitments along specific and concrete priorities.
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We hereby adopt the following Declaration:

L COMMITMENT TO ENHANCING WOMEN’S CONTRIBUTION, AND
BENEFIT FROM FORMAL AGRICULTURE/AGRIBUSINESS VALUE-
CHAINS

We commit to enhance women’s access and full inclusion in agriculture and
agribusiness, as contributors and beneficiaries; and to this end, we resolve

a) AU Member States to continuously-orient policy and decision makers to
understand the important..rele.that women_play in development, and
specifically-in _agribusiness, agricultural.value chain, food security,
ti%u,'a d-Care, by putting in place mechanisms for t powerment
omen;

AU Member
“ownershi resources, including a
public ibusiness, prod ctl've
, education, informati
nd practices, to cap
' ribusiness;

environment for wome
value chain through p
Continent, addressing, ad
and addressing the impact

nding to conflict
g climate change'i
atural disasters;

AU Member States to fa op of agrib
. agricultural  value chain mec sation,
ovation and skills develo

lember States to rein e agriculture as & tudy,
agribusiness and agricultural value chain ducation

fy AU and the Continental
Free ) - ent of women in
agribusiness/agricu

g) AU Member States to integrate gender responsive indicators in the
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP)
Results Framework of the Malabo Declaration on Accelerated
Agricultural Growth and Transformation for Shared Prosperity and
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technologies in agribusiness and agricultural value chains, and support
the Campaign to progressively banish the hand held hoe to the museum.

Il COMMITMENT TO ENHANCING WOMEN’S ACCESS TO HEALTH
We commit to enhance women’s access to health; and to this end, we resolve:

a) To take into account women sensitive issues to emerging threats such
as Ebola and other impediments to Africa’s development, which
disproportionately have a negative impact on women and girls;

b) To establish mechanisms-to“identify_survivors of sexual and gender-

based abuses and provide psycho-social. and econowc care during
lict and post -conflict situations; . _&

thp existing commitments to women’s reproductive health and ri
adopted by African Heads of State in the AU Protocol on, the Ri
Women (Maputo Protocol) in 2003, and the Maputo Plan' of Acti
Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights in 2006; and \

To ensure ending of the AIDS Epidemic by 2030, as part of 'Fhe A
2063, has an inclusive, human rights approach that Ieaves n
behind; including children, adolescents, women of child b aring
female key populations, such as women and girls in conflict and
‘conflict settings. '

COMMITMENT TO PUSHING FORWARD = WOMEN'S/ ECO
EMPOWERMENT /

at-risk and
ind control of,

a)

Affairs in order 10 enable Ministers responsible for Gender and Women’s
Affairs to drive the programmes of gender equality and women’s
empowerment; and

b) AU Member States, as we move towards the adoption of the Post 2015
Development Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals, to create
and mainstream mechanisms to ensure women’s access to finances,
financial and entrepreneurial skills development, to move away from
limited ring fenced women’s funds, and to challenge the financial
institutions to have minimum quota of 50% to finance women for them to
grow from micro to macro business.



Assembly/AU/Decl.1(XXV)
Page 5

IV. COMMITMENT TO ENHANCING THE AGENDA ON WOMEN PEACE AND
SECURITY

We commit to push forward the women’s full and effective participation in conflict
prevention, management, peace-building, reconstruction and negotiation; and to this
end, we resolve:

a) To develop, implement and report on National and Regional Action
Plans on UNSRC 1325 to accelerate the Women, Peace and Security
Agenda; — ——

evel_op/aﬁ i
020 for" promoting women’s participation
and post-conflict rebuilding;

plement a Plan of Action tE)TNarQS Si
in" co

cing the Guns
revention,

\

child soldiers, and su

To install a monument
women who have contri
apartheid liberation move
ontinent.

Headquarters hon
an anti-colonial an
olution of conflicts

AMITMENT TO ENHAN PARTICIP

We cc
in judic
making le
Courts; and

ender parity and partief omen
itutions, especially in.gover > decision-
o..Cour itution: d Regional

N ¢ NN

a) To ensure achinery, including
Institutions that address violence before, during, and after elections.

V. COMMITMENT TO ENHANCING WOMEN AND GIRLS’ ACCESS TO
EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

We commit to enhance women’s and girls’ access to education, science and
technology and to this end we resolve;

a) To increase education and training investment in institutions/enterprises,
accredited for quality, in science and technology (S&T), information and
communications technology (ICT), engineering, mathematics, agriculture
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and agribusiness, nutrition , and law with focus on women and
innovation; and

b) To end child marriage, also referred to as defilement, in Africa through
adoption of the Common African Position on Ending Child Marriage,
develop and implement comprehensive action plans as an indicator for
monitoring Agenda 2063 for girls’ empowerment and well-being.

Vi. COMMITMENT TO MUTUAL ACCOUNTABILITY TO ACTIONS AND
RESULTS

- -
- -

We commit to systematic data gathering; regular.review;.and progress monitoring of
implementation  of Age’nd 063 and its 10-Year Aetion Plan using the Solemn
Declaration X.(SDI);"developed by the GIMAC and United N s Economic
for Africa (UNECA); and to this end, we resolve

|
of the Africa Women
orting on progress; ",

To conduct
. that invol

coordination among
s for peer review,
\

technology software, e
for data collection, a and managemen
knowledge generation an t supports eviden
olanning, implementation, uation; and, ‘

To, share high-impact b ds ns h
\ scalability/technology divisi cability to improve
omen in the diverse settin

VIIIL. IENING THE AFRICA ION COMMISSION PORT

C H OMMITMENTS A
We will stre
growing roles a
as other relevant p s end we invite the
Chairperson of the Co 0 submit a proposal with'a view to enhancing the
institutional capacity of the lead Department as well as other relevant units, for
consideration and approval by the July 2015 Ordinary Session of the Executive
Council.

elp it fulfil the
aration, as well

IX. ACALL FOR ACTION

We commit to an expedient process of translation of these economic,
transformational commitments into results; and to this end, we call upon:
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The AUC to work closely with Member States and RECs to enhance the
implementation of the call to action, and to develop an implementation
strategy and roadmap to facilitate translation of the seven (7) aspirations
of Agenda 2063’s vision and goals of the African Women’s Decade
(2010-2020) and the Addis Ababa Declaration on Accelerating the
Implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action - Towards a
Transformational Change for Women and Girls in Africa (Beijing+20),
and the Communiqué of the Stakeholders’ Consultation on AU 2015
Theme “Year of Women’s Empowerment and Development Towards
Africa’s Agenda 2063" as well as the Johannesburg Declaration and Call
for Action on Flnanaal—+ntlu3|on of Women in Agribusiness adopted by
the Mlnlsters,respon ible i and Wn Affairs on 12 June

ta of the call
egsh ns



