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DECLARATION ON 2015 YEAR OF WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT AND
DEVELOPMENT TOWARDS AFRICA’S AGENDA 2063
Doc. Assembly/AU/2(XXV)

We, the Heads of State and Government of the African Union, having met at our
Twenty Fifth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Union in Johannesburg, South
Africa, from 14 to 15 June 2015, on the 2015 Theme "Year of Women’s
Empowerment towards Africa’s Agenda 2063";

Recalling our previous Decisions..and«Declarations. on Gender Equality and
Women’s Empowerment in particular the Protocol 6n«the African Charter on Human
and People/ls®Rights on" the Rights of Women in Africa in (Assembly
, the Solemn Declaration on Gender Equality in ica in 2004
yAU/Dec.12 (lll)), the African Women’s Decade (2010-2020)
29 (Xl)), the Fund for African Wemen (Assembly AW/Dec.

owledging the persistent efforts made in implementation of the AU G
hitecture above-mentioned at national, regional and continental levels, an
itive and visible results of |mpIementat|on of gender equality anti wo

ckno.wledging the challenges faced in the implementation of many o
jons and Declarations, in particular on progress made in attaining the m
S O gedder equality and women’s empowerment |n women s,socro

and impoverished due tc alleng al, economlc and polltlcal

S ion against women; and
and qirls, and improving
access to, and control of, , Sciences and technology
and decision-making in political governance and busrness enterprises, consistent
with our Declaration on Agenda 2063 and our continental Gender Architecture and
our commitments on global initiatives;

Reaffirming our resolve towards ensuring that all categories of our populations, in
particular women and young girls, must participate and benefit directly from the
growth and transformation opportunities to improve their lives and livelihoods, with
continued positive impact on the lives of our citizenry in rural and urban areas,
through deliberate and targeted public support;
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Reiterating our commitment to the Addis Ababa Declaration on Accelerating the
Implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action - Towards a Transformational
Change for Women and Girls in Africa, adopted during the Ninth African Regional
Conference on Women in November 2014;

Reflecting that hunger and malnutrition are major causes of risk, impoverishment,
and persistent underdevelopment in Africa and causes of poor health, low levels of
energy, and mental impairment, all leading to low productivity and low educational
attainment, all of which can in turn lead to even greater hunger and malnutrition, and
increased economic costs, thereby creating a vicious cycle;

Noting the progress made towards-alignment, harmonization and coordination of

initiatives and_activities of siakeholders and partners ‘with our priorities as defined in
the Beijing Dakar,Platforms of Action and stressmg on th@%\lflcance of
accelera

his'momentum;

ing the importance of multi-sectoral engagement and cé-qwners of this
and economic transformation agenda within our public sectors, i
ure, science and technology, health, peace and security, \infrast
y, finance, trade, industry, hence the importance of putting in place a c
ectoral coordination of the efforts and initiatives in cabinet and other n
egional governance frameworks, for optimizing resource access and C
rgy and maximizing positive outcomes and greater impact; ‘

er recognizing the complementary roles and responsibilities that sho
ced among relevant stakeholders, including public sectors, private enter
ecially with African headquarters, civil society with African' lead
mia, African think-tanks, grassroots and business women, in all form
inft

Headquarters, and in particular their recommendations calling for our Assembly to
consider adopting commitments along specific and concrete priorities.



