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DECLARATION ON THE SITUATION IN PALESTINE AND THE MIDDLE EAST
Doc. Assembly/AU/9(XXV)

We, the Heads of State and Government of the African Union, having met at our
Twenty Fifth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Union in Johannesburg,
South Africa from 14 to 15 June 2015;

Taking Note of the Report on the Situation in the Middle East and Palestine; and
Recalling all resolutions and decisions adopted by the OAU/AU on the Situation
in Palestine and the Mlddle East; -

[¥'s - T o~
ig our full:Support to the Palestinian people in their legiti
aeli oeCupation, under the leadership of the Palestinian,
tion (PLO) as the sole and legitimate representative of the P

struggle
eration

ordance with the principles of international law and all relevant United Na
solutions, which have advanced the clarion call for the establlshr’nent o)
estinian refugees; !

prehenswe just and lasting peace in the Middle East, and support
s in athevmg the Palestinian reconciliation;

demolition of houses, ' ) oric monuments of the
Islamic and Christian holy si d the, exg r ettlements in the city;

Further Condemning Israel for withholding Palestinian funds and tax revenues,
which constitute a cornerstone of the Palestinian economy, and calling upon the
international community to put pressure on Israel to release Palestinian tax funds
that it has withheld;

WE hereby:
1. CALL ON the international community to exert pressure on Israel to stop

all settlement activities, release Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails and,
EQUALLY DEMAND that lIsrael refrains from arbitrary arrests of
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Palestinians including children and women which is an act of violation of
international laws and human rights norms including the Geneva
Convention on the Rights of Women and Children;

FURTHER CALL UPON the international community to exert pressure on
Israel to lift the blockade on Gaza Strip and open the border-crossing for
the movement of people and goods and respond immediately to the
humanitarian situations due to this siege;

REQUEST the UN Security Council to shoulder its responsibilities in
maintaining international peace and security, and to take the necessary
steps to resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict in all its aspects, to achieve a just,
comprehensive and lasting peace in the region based on the principle of
two-state solution, according to the 1967 borders, and apply the provisions
of relevant international law and previous decisions of the Council in this
regard;

Ry A\ "L
REITERATE that a just, comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle
East, demands a full withdrawal of Israel from the occupied Arab and
Palestinian territories to the line of June 1967, including the Syrian Golan,
Heights and territories still occupied in southern Lebanon; b

I e ™ =

CALLS FOR boycott of Israeli products from Palestinian occupied,

territories;
R ~

CALLS ON all Member States and other States that have not yet done so,
to recognize the State of Palestine and support its admission into Regional
and International Organizations.
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DECLARATION ON SELF-RELIANCE

We, Heads of State and Government, meeting at our 25" Ordinary Session of the
Assembly of the African Union in Johannesburg, South Africa, on 14-15 January
2015, adopt the First Ten-Year Implementation Plan of Agenda 2063 and its
Financing Mechanism, as a step towards our collective vision for the level and depth
of integration and development that our continent must achieve in the next 50 years;

1. In doing so, we also recognise that in order to achieve the goals set out in

Agenda 2063, Member States of need to. take practical and concrete

measures to achieve thesself-reliance we set.as b‘un,goal 35 years ago in the
n of Action"adopted in 1980; -

2. not self-isolation, but a ommifi to base
ri i own resources, and4®mobilise

t, .|_
3. ackage of mes ur'es Of, self-

!
e revised assessed

contribution ecome effective ffon
January 2016 whose o at in the medium,térn
Member States of the U of the operating budge§§ 75
percent of the programm percent of the peace zand
security operations;

Iny_addition, through th ation sthat ywe ’ e
_established for resource m he ¢ ent, we e
rican people, including o tor, to explore othe tive
irceswfor funding our Unio cular, and for the fi t our
nits, the African private made significa at will
nt.the budgetary resources of our Unioen.

4, We
Membe

pacity of our
the budgetary
requirement y of our economies
both at country gard, we reiterate our
commitment to the implementation of the fast track programmes and initiatives
of Agenda 2063;

5. Africa must also be self-reliant in finding African solutions to African problems
in the peace and security domain both in terms of funding and enhancing our
collective capability to respond to conflict situations. The African Capacity for
Immediate Response to Crises (ACIRC) is the interim mechanism that we
have created for this purpose while we are operationalizing our African
Standby Force;
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We believe that this package of self-reliance measures will not only place our
continent on the path towards a vision contained in Agenda 2063. It will also

reverse the dependency that hampers the development of the full potential of
our continent.




